
Save Saltdean lido newSletter 1 (april 2010)

On 11 March Dennis Audley, the operator of Saltdean Lido, displayed his plans for the Lido complex at a public 
consultation.  These included filling in the pool, building a development of over 100 flats and putting a library/
conference centre on the green space currently surrounding the pool.
 
The Save Saltdean Lido group formed on Facebook immediately and at the time of writing there are over 6,000 
members both current and ex -residents of Saltdean as well as people with interests in architecture, outdoor 
swimming generally and lidos in particular.
 
Of course, not everyone has access to the internet, and in order to listen to the views of local residents, Saltdean 
Residents Association organised a public meeting on 28 March.  In the event, so many people had so much to say 
about the proposals that no fewer than 3 sessions of the meeting had to be held in the Community Centre.
 
The public meetings were a wonderful example of grass-roots democracy in action, with the majority of attendees 
not only saying “No More Flats!”, but offering positive suggestions for the future of our community facilities.  
Local councillors attended one of the meetings and could be left in no doubt about the depth of feeling within the 
community about the proposed development and the importance that the residents of Saltdean place on their Lido 
and community centre.  
 
Survey forms were handed out at the meetings and have since been available online and the results are 
overwhelming, with 98.4% of respondents being against the proposed development and 90.2%  agreeing that the 
Lido complex should be handed back to the community and run by a not-for-profit Community Interest Group.  The 
survey is still available online at www.saltdeanlidocampaign.org and is available in shops (see below).  There is a 
separate survey for under-18s, as we are keen to get the views of the younger people of Saltdean on the facilities 
they would like to see in the Community Centre.
 
The Save Saltdean Lido Campaign have been inundated with offers of help from willing volunteers who are happy 
to wield paintbrushes, post this Update through your door, design our official poster and offer their professional skills 
and expertise, to help save the Lido for our community. 
 
Many people who completed our survey said that they’d be happy to display a poster in their window, hence the 
reason the poster is printed overleaf.  Another of Mr Audley’s public consultations is imminent and displaying the 
poster is a very visual way of showing him how we feel.  So please, get out the sticky tape and let’s meet him with a 
sea of posters to show that we want to Save Saltdean Lido!

the Save Saltdean lido Campaign are Currently working on:
•	 Completing	the	application	to	English	Heritage	to	have	the	listing	upgraded	from	Grade	II	to	Grade	II*,		 	
	 which	will	give	the	building	much	more	protection.
•	 Discussions	with	other	community-run	lidos	across	the	country,	to	gather	ideas	of	how	the	complex	could		 	
	 be	run	profitably.
•	 Producing	campaign	material	(Save	Saltdean	Lido	car	stickers,	bags	and	t-shirts	will	be	available	soon).
•	 Setting	up	the	Friends	of	Saltdean	Lido	as	a	charity.
•	 Investigating	grants	and	available	funding	for	repairs,	refurbishment	and	upgrading	of	the	site.
•	 Letter	writing	campaign	to	Brighton	&	Hove	City	Council.

what you Can do to help now!
•	 Complete	a	questionnaire	if	you	haven’t	already	done	so	either	online	www.saltdeanlidocampaign.org	or		 	
 or call into either Post Office in Saltdean or Pebbles in Rottingdean to collect one.
•	 We	will	be	asking	residents	to	support	our	application	to	English	Heritage	by	writing	a	letter	and	we’ll	be		 	
 sending a campaign representative to all houses in Saltdean over the next few weeks to explain how you   
 can do this.
•	 The	shops	listed	also	have	charity	collection	tins,	so	if	you	would	like	to	contribute	to	the	running	costs	of		 	
 the campaign then please make a donation!

Thanks	again,	everyone	for	all	your	support.		The	Save	Saltdean	Lido	Campaign	are	committed	to	working	with	the	
residents	and	community	groups	to	ensure	we	can	present	a	range	of	viable	solutions	to	safeguard	the	Lido	and	
buildings	for	the	future	which	does	not	include	flats	on	the	site.	

www.SaltdeanlidoCampaign.org
email: SaltdeanlidoCampaign@googlemail.Com
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